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CONFIDENTIAL
June 1, 2010
For: Hillary
From: Sid

Re: Ideas on Israel/Turkey, etc.

These are some ideas and options you can follow or not as they seem practical. Just throwing these out:

The situation should be understood and depicted as much as a crisis in US-Turkish relations as in US-
Israeli-Arab relations. Everything now done will impact on US-Turkey, which happens to be, and not
incidentally, an internal NATO matter. The lever of Turkey should be shaped and used to US advantage
in the Middle East now, however possible. Certainly every action should be conditioned with Turkey in
mind.

The immediate crisis is not over. We are not in the aftermath. Another aid ship is due to arrive in Gaza
tomorrow, June 2. How it is handled by the Israelis will be another occasion for international outrage
even without an armed attack and casualties. Intercepting it will intensify any reaction. Once again, the
Turks are behind the ship. The ship should be allowed to land. It should be met by the UN—and the UN,
not the Israelis, should be in charge of cataloging and distributing its aid.

The US should not be in the business of reinforcing Israeli propaganda on the incident. No assistance should
be provided on its public diplomacy. The US position should be a calm but insistent demand to seek the
facts.

There must not be a repetition of this sort of incident—a fait accompli without informing the US yet fully
expecting the US to defend the consequence even if a total fiasco. Otherwise, at best, you become Condi
Rice during the last Lebanon war. Someone in authority needs to read the riot act to the Israelis. This
would be a job for Richard Holbroke, but he’s occupied. The Brookings boys, et al are weak,
untrustworthy and have their own agendas. If Jim Jones is not up to the task, then this should fall to Joe
Biden. The clean faced Michael Oren has been ubiquitous on US TV with the bald faced lie that Hamas
is unelected. Biden, given extensive talking points, including on US and Israeli relations at the breaking
point, should summon Oren and subject him to the full-dress Biden treatment.
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The incident was a failure of US intelligence. If the US wasn’t informed officially before the action, then
why didn’t US intelligence pick it up in adance, providing information that could have allowed the
administration to intervene? The President should query Panetta on the failure.

The Gaza embargo is obviously wildly counterproductive, especially from the Israeli interest, though the
more it fosters negative results the more fervently the Israelis reinforce it. It has to end. How it has to
end should begin now—under whose supervision, international force in place, etc., TBD.

Apparently the US has contacts with Hamas through third parties. Perhaps US approaches to Hamas, of
course short of recognition, should be more open.

More to come, as [ come up with more...
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